
when I started writing this letter to you on a grey November day, 
the corona situation was not as dramatic as it is again now. At 
the moment, we don’t know whether the Twinkling Star Christ-
mas Market will remain open until shortly before Christmas Eve, 
which events will still be allowed during Advent and with  
how many people we will be able to celebrate Christmas. Never-
theless – let me look at things from a positive perspective. 

Do you like roofed wicker beach chairs? I have loved them since 
my childhood holidays on the North Sea – I particularly liked 
them in that sky-blue colour, with room for two, that is for my 
friend, Lissy, and me. Why am I telling you this? Because every 
hour on the hour the news headlines are full of unpleasant pan-
demic reports. But: I am changing station to add some bright-
ness to this dull day. For there are also rays of hope despite the 
global pandemic scourge. The audience at the roofed wicker 
beach chair concerts in the Brita-Arena experienced such rays of 
hope – through listening to great music. 2,500 people respec-
tively celebrated in or in front of their roofed wicker beach chairs 
and from the stages including oldie, Howard Carpendale or Max 
Giesinger and Jan Delay. Needless to say, under strict rules, as 
reported by the concert organiser, the football club, SV Wehen 
1926 Wiesbaden GmbH. In 2022, stars such as Lionel Richie and 
Sarah Connor will make the football stadium and the beach 
chairs rock again. 

DEAR FRIENDS OF WIESBADEN,

Whether small or large events, quite a lot was possible on the cul- 
tural side. For example, the wonderful Rheingau Musik Festival 
concerts, of which 55 took place in the Kurhaus and Kurpark. Or 
in the art world, for example in the Museum Wiesbaden, where 
at least there were silent premieres once again. In the literature 
field, the Literaturhaus-Förderverein ran an impressive free  
programme “Sehnsuchtsorte. Fluchtorte” (Places of longing, Safe  
havens). There was so much to be seen and heard that was 
good for the soul. And not forgetting the State Theatre. There 
however, General Music Director, Patrick Lange, left unexpect-
edly. And Artistic Director, Uwe Eric Laufenberg, who has been in 
disagreement with the state for quite some time announced that 
he will be leaving Wiesbaden in 2024. 

Let us quickly go to the Landesmuseum. “Our” Alexej von 
Jawlensky who lived in Wiesbaden from 1921 until his death in 
1941 is celebrated not only in the museum where the exhibition 
“Everything – 100 years of Jawlensky in Wiesbaden“ can be seen 
until the end of March. You actually encounter the expressionist 
whose most significant collection with 116 works belongs to 
the Museum Wiesbaden, all over the city. A path that begins at 
the main train station and ends at the Russian cemetery on the 
Neroberg illustrates the life and work of the artist and his family 
during that time. A successful collaboration of the Museum, 
Wiesbaden Marketing and the business world. We are all aware 
that the latter and the gastronomy sector continue to endure 
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an existential threat to their businesses. But here is a little ray of 
hope here too – there were several new openings by optimistic 
founders. 

On the “Rue”, progress is being made with the Museum Reinhard 
Ernst for Abstract Art despite material supply issues. A sculpture 
by the internationally renowned Tony Cragg was lifted across 
Wilhelmstraße by crane into the skeleton structure. The work of 
the well-known local artist, Karl-Martin Hartmann, will also be 
represented in the building. We are dying to see the “cabinet of 
curiosities” that he has developed specially for the new building 
which is due to be opened in autumn 2022.  

A brief excursion to the film world. The TV thriller festival with 
the 2021 award only took place online. The Exground film  
festival with 150 films from 47 countries was a live event. And  
the Caligari, the place where such great events take place, was 
named one of the reference cinemas in the state, meaning that 
the local movie theatre can expect special support. Another  
ray of hope! However, there are still problems with Walhalla. 
What should happen there? Which format should be staged  
at this historic venue? “It could become a magnet and a treasure“,  
says Martin Michel, CEO of Wiesbaden Congress & Marketing 
GmbH. Even the famous director, Volker Schlöndorff, a native of 
Wiesbaden, is showing interest and discussed with experts on-
site where a lot of money needs to be invested. 

Let us take a look at the Nassauischer Kunstverein (NKV). The 
Follow-Fluxus scholar, Jackie Karuti, who was chosen by the NKV 
together with the City, arrived here in October.

I already mentioned some of the awards pending this year in 
the 2020 Letter. However, you should know that the actor, 
Armin Nufer, received the Integration Award for his work 
with refugees. And that the Wiesbaden social medical doctor, 
professor Dr. Gerhard Trabert, was finally able to receive the 
federal award of “University teacher of the year 2020”. This is in 
recognition of his dedication to the poor and less fortunate in 
society, for whom he provides access to good health care. The 
artist, Slawomir Elsner, received the Otto Ritschl Award, whose 
impressive exhibition, “Präzision und Unschärfe” (Precision and 
Blur) can be seen in the Landesmuseum until the spring. 

The Wiesbaden Stiftung and the Friends of the Foundation 
succeeded in making a positive balance in the best sense of the 
word. Thanks to a generous donation by the deceased patron  
of the arts, Alfred Weigle, it was possible to purchase the building  
Michelsberg 6, built in 1900, meaning that it is one step closer 
to having a Foundation Centre, Chairman, Thomas Michel, is 
pleased to announce. Architect, Dirk Hoga, is currently in the 
planning phase together with the board and management. The 
plan is for sponsors to help finance the expensive conversion. 
The Foundation would like to work and host their extensive pro- 
gramme on two floors of the building. Many new ideas will be  
realised including an expansion of the Citizens’ College pro-
gramme. Online seminars have been booming since corona. One 
thing is very important for Director, Alrun Schößler, and that  
is that the people of Wiesbaden have a clearer perception of the 
Foundation as a citizens’ foundation. This is why the Foundation 

makes a great effort to accommodate the needs of the associa- 
tions and would like to extend the target groups together with  
the City. As Thomas Michel emphasised last year, he would like 
not least to reach out to people with a migration background. 

The Foundation has a reason to be pleased because, despite the 
pandemic, schools are showing interest in the Leonardo School 
Award again. The team competition has started well with a new 
concept in spite of the pandemic. Even if a lot is taking place 
online, the gala in the State Theatre is already booked for the 
summer and nothing should stop that happening. Not all of  
the Foundation projects can be mentioned here but just a word 
on “The future is growing”. The tree-sponsoring campaign has 
really picked up speed. Another 45 trees were planted by individ-
uals, youths and senior citizens together with the Parks Depart-
ment. The cultural initiative of the Friends of the Foundation 
continues to run extremely well with events, and a new project 
is taking shape: a very special walk in Wiesbaden with a “Roman 
backdrop”. 

Let us remember those who passed away in 2021. I have to men-
tion a lot pf people here who did good for the city. For example,  
Wiesbaden‘s honorary citizen, Professor Dr. Hans-Joachim Jentsch.  
He was sent off with dignity at a funeral service in the Markt-
kirche. The former Federal Constitutional Court judge who was 
Minister of Justice in Thuringia after German reunification and  
a member of the Federal Government for the CDU and Lord Mayor  
of Wiesbaden will not be forgotten. The same applies to the two 
former FDP local politicians, Thomas Sellmann and Dr. Hans- 
Christian Bremme, to the former Head of Cultural Affairs, Peter 
Riedle as well as to the artist and culture award-winner, Matthias 
Gessinger, to the former regional master craftsman and local 
court manager, Erwin Bopp, and Clemens Klockner, long-stand-
ing president of the Technical College, now called the RheinMain 
University of Applied Sciences. And the singer and musician,  
Bill Ramsey, who maintained his ties to Wiesbaden was one of 
those who passed.  

Should we move on to interesting publications? Jürgen Heller‘s 
new workbook on the Nazi era is designed to inform children and 
adolescents about the holocaust with the help of Ekko the giant. 
Monika Houck provides us a special (black and white) view of 
Wiesbaden. And the tireless photographer, Erika Noack, arouses 
our curiosity for changes in the city since 2005 with her new 
book from the bird’s-eye perspective.  

There was an abundance of anniversaries; too many for my 
letter. For example, master concerts have been held for 75 years, 
the Wiesbaden Juristenband have actually been enthralling 
their audiences for 50 years. Both the RheinMain University of 
Applied Sciences and European Business School (EBS) celebrated 
their fiftieth anniversaries, and the adult education centre its 
one hundredth. And even if there can be no big celebrations: the 
state of Hessen got its first constitution on 1st December 1946.  

City and politics. There is no getting away from it. There was an 
election in March. The result was not unequivocal. The CDU was 
the largest parliamentary group, however they will remain in the 
opposition together with the FDP. The Greens, the second largest 
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Cheers! With a view of the state capital from the local mountain. The “Cha-
teau Nero“ attracts many of the locals to the vineyards during the summer.

75th anniversary of the state of Hessen and a democratic constitution. There 
was a wonderful light show at the seat of local government in October.

A great idea that reached far beyond the city boundaries. The roofed 
wicker beach chair concerts in the Brita-Arena.

Something to eagerly await and look forward to. 2022 has been declared 
the “Year of Water“ for Wiesbaden.

The RheinMain CongressCenter as a well-functioning vaccination centre. 
220,000 vaccines were administered here by the end of September. The 
good organisation on-site was praised.

“The future is growing“. Great resonance for the tree-sponsoring cam-
paign of the Wiesbaden Stiftung. Reason to be happy - one step closer to 
achieving the goal of having a Foundation Centre at  Michelsberg 6.

On the Jawlensky path through the city. The great artist at various loca-
tions as a cardboard figure.

When a truck takes to the air... It had to be moved to safety before the 
Salzbachtal bridge was blown up.
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group, with the SPD (third place) as well as the Linke and Volt 
parties want to pass the budget in December. Heated debates 
with the opposition will ensue.

It barely needs mentioning that corona is the dominant topic in 
City Hall too, but that things ran very well in the Congress Center 
(RMCC), which was converted into a vaccination centre, could 
be heard everywhere. 220,000 vaccines were administered here. 
Too stupid that the lights had to go out in September at the 
behest of the state. And now there are not enough vaccination 
centres because the doctors‘ surgeries cannot meet the current 
demand. The citizens are feeling the effects of this.

The ARTe art fair in the RMCC was a success in October. This 
will remain in Wiesbaden permanently, marketing head, Martin 
Michel is happy to announce.

Two other remotely controlled major events: the disaster with 
the crumbling Salzbachtal bridge and the disposal of the Second 
World War bomb in Biebrich, for which 3,500 people had to 
leave their homes temporarily. The blowing up of the Salzbachtal 
bridge, which was in danger of collapsing, was a mega spectacle 
of the dangerous type. There has been chaos on the roads and 
on the rails since the detonation. However, everything went 
smoothly if not quietly. A “thriller“ that was followed live on TV 
and on the internet. By the way, just before the explosion, a 
special truck was salvaged from the bridge in a very special rescue 
operation.  

A few more highlights. There is a lot of building going on, for 
example in the Thaerstraße quarter, close to the Federal Crimi-
nal Police Office, space for diverse life plans is being created. 
There is great demand for this. Progress is being made with the 
start-up centre in the Altes Gericht, including additional apart-
ments. Digital traffic management should ensure an “improved 
flow“ and ten fuel cell-driven buses will be more climate-
friendly. Incidentally, students in Mainz and Wiesbaden are 

working on our pedestrian zone and developing ideas on how to 
make it more attractive – when the bad times are over. And a 
“vitalising impetus for the city was perceptible” at an inner city 
summit with renowned experts according to the local news-
paper. By the way, an honorary night mayor is planned… 

What else do you need to know? Wiesbaden and the Rheingau 
intend to collaborate and market the region jointly from now on, 
which means that they can expect additional funding from the 
state and a higher profile in Germany and abroad. A really lovely 
theme for Wiesbaden: the city is declaring 2022 as the Year of 
Water. Definitely a ray of hope when we think of our springs, 
thermal baths, wells and the Rhine. Perhaps we will do just that 
over a glass of wine on the Neroberg where you can now sit in 
the middle of the vineyards in summer and enjoy the view thanks 
to “Chateau Nero”. Incidentally, the “Weinwoche light“ enjoyed 
great resonance. There still are beautiful moments.

And perhaps sometime in 2022 we will enjoy more normality and 
activity. In any case, we should then see that we find the right 
balance for ourselves. That is the motto of the third “Wiesbaden 
pauses for a moment” which is planned to take place as a coop-
eration between the protestant church and the city at the end of 
April/beginning of May. In a hopefully relaxed atmosphere.

With your membership and your commitment to the Friends of the Wiesbaden Sti ft ung e. V., you are documenti ng your solidarity
with the city and helping in the practi cal implementati on of our ideas.

WIESBADEN BRAUCHT FREUNDE!

Our connecti on to the Wiesbaden Sti ft ung?
The idea is clear: What works well large-scale, we can 
achieve on our projects too. We create synergies:
From citi zens for citi zens – two insti tuti ons for everyone.

www.die-wiesbaden-sti ft ung.de

Purpose of the foundati on
• Promoti on of civic commitment
• Art and culture
• Preservati on and conservati on of historic sights
• Environmental protecti on and nature conservati on
• City history, preservati on of regional traditi ons

Ingeborg Salm-Boost

Stay healthy and 
positive!
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