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Dear Friends of Wiesbaden,
Christmas is just around the corner once again. You know: the
lilies are lit up, the stands at the Twinkling Star Christmas Market
are well frequented, as is the ice skating rink at the Warmer
Damm. I am delighted that I was still able to get tickets for the
Night of Music in the Kurhaus, which has now achieved cult status.
And I am fortunate enough to be writing the Wiesbaden Letter.
Let us start by taking a look at the past year even if there is not
only good news. No, this is not the right place to go into the
political tremors of the city and the causes in detail. There were
plenty of arguments and finger pointing on the local council.
At the end of January, the sitting Lord Mayer, Sven Gerich (SPD)
announced that he would not be standing again in the direct
ballot in May. Tempestuous times.
Then the “social democratic” miracle happened, as the local
press headlined: SPD man, Gert-Uwe Mende, won convincingly
against his CDU opponent, Eberhard Seidensticker, in the second ballot. This, on the other hand, can be viewed as a stroke
of luck for Wiesbaden. The qualified journalist with extensive
experience in administration, called “Gum” by his long-time
companions, has without doubt made a good start in the City
Hall and the city. Prior to being elected, he was leader of the
SPD local parliamentary group and honorary council head in the
suburb of Dotzheim in 2018 / 2019.

Speaking of a good start: diesel vehicles are still allowed to start
their engines in Wiesbaden. The diesel ban that Environmental
Action Germany and the Traffic Club of Germany attempted to
impose on the federal state of Hessen was declared settled by
the courts. Both the plaintiff and the judge were impressed with
the immediate measures taken in the state capital. Meanwhile,
the planned city rail system is still hotly contended, among the
citizens too. The mobility concept will be on the agenda for a
long time to come. And many young people also demonstrate
in Wiesbaden on Fridays in the spirit of Greta Thunberg.
The people of Wiesbaden were shocked when a traffic accident
involving a bus took the life of one person and injured almost
twenty others on 21st November. It is still not clear what caused
this terrible incident in front of the main train station.
Let us turn to urban politics: the two-year draft budget
2020 / 21, with a record of 1.3 billion euros per year, is not to
be sneezed at. However, the duties of the local council are becoming more extensive at the same time. It was announced in
November that most of the investment is planned for transport
and schools. But there is also more money for culture.
I reported about the successful opening of the RheinMain Congress Center (RMCC) in the 2018 Wiesbaden Letter. With some
100 events in 2019, according to Martin Michel, Managing
Director of Wiesbaden Congress- and Marketing GmbH, the set
goal has been reached.
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For example, the Sports Ball is back (the 50th will be held in
2020), as are the internists with their 125th congress in 2019
which was attended by 8500 medical experts, or Interbiologica.
The German Travel Mart was a major event. The art trade fair,
ARTe, amongst others is a new event, which has booked for the
next five years. The Chamber of Crafts considers hosting the
Deutscher Handwerkstag in the RMCC in December as a “great
honour” and a challenge.
Events galore in Wiesbaden. Let me mention just a few: in
the middle of the summer, the City Biathlon – held during the
wine festival – attracted 20 000 visitors to the city; a repeat
in 2020 is guaranteed. There was an opera picnic with a free
transmission of “Madama Butterfly” from the Grosses Haus
theatre at the Warmer Damm in front of the Theatre for the
first time. The Olympic Ball Night is very popular in the Kurhaus every year; the people of Wiesbaden celebrated Queen
Silvia of Sweden in front of the state chancellery. “Wiesbaden
sings” is always a highlight for me, closely associated with
Christoph Nielbock. For almost 30 years, he was the highly active boss of the Music and Arts School and the Music
Academy, and has now gone into retirement. His successor is
Claudia Hölbling, head of the Music School Bad Vilbel to date.
From the citizens singing to Elton John’s only open air concert
on his Germany tour thrilling the audience again on the Bowling Green. Another great entertainer is coming in June 2020:
Lionel Richie will be singing in the Brita Arena! By the way, the
Brita Arena is currently being extended. Even soccer grouches
know that SV Wehen Wiesbaden was promoted to the second
division and there was a huge celebration. It’s a pity though
that the team is at risk of relegation already.
A special event in 2019 was the second week of tranquillity,
„Wiesbaden pauses for a moment“, a campaign by the protestant church together with the city. The blue pavilion at the
Schlossplatz, well frequented events from meditation in the
foyer of the Sparkasse through the Thermine (bus-train) and
bus trip in silence to readings, theatre, film, viewing pictures…
The call to pause for a moment while photographing the sky
above Wiesbaden was greeted with great interest. Impressive
views resulted in an exhibition worth seeing at two locations.
They can be viewed in the canteen of the Hochschule Fresenius
until 17th January.
Let us take a look at this “open campus” as it is called. How
nice it is to have students in the centre of the city, in Moritzstrasse, on the site of the former Altes Gericht (Old Court). The
motto of the university: sustainability, practice orientation,
support of the start-up scene. The imaginary short trip to the
Walkmuehle is fitting here: a showcase project where artists’
studios and creative craftspeople set up their businesses. The
Walkmuehle could also become a magnet for visitors to Wiesbaden. With 1.25 million visitors, there was an increase in the
number of German guests in particular, reports Martin Michel.
And he also refers to seven new hotels, of which three are
already in operation. Exclusive residential accommodation has,
however, moved into the former Hotel Baeren at Dreililienplatz.
And work will continue on the Stadtschloss until 2021.

The magnificent State Theatre building that has been
standing at the Warmer Damm for 125 years now requires
refurbishment. An expert assessment and feasibility study
are pending. For now however, the anniversary of the State
Theatre was celebrated with a gala. The new Lord Mayor
stated appropriately in his good wishes: “Culture is part of
public service.“
The Ringkirche also celebrated its 125th anniversary. My former colleague at the Wiesbadener Kurier, historian, Manfred
Gerber, wrote an impressive book to honour the occasion,
“In Krieg und Frieden” (In War and Peace). Allow me to briefly
mention the year 1989: in November, the then Lord Mayor,
Achim Exner, who incidentally has just celebrated his 75th
birthday, was overwhelmed by the opening of the border with
East Germany and collected citizens of the GDR at the border
town of Herleshausen in buses and let them get to know
Wiesbaden. Another look 70 years back: the American “candy
bombers” took off from Erbenheim to Berlin as part of the
airlift. 40 000 visitors came to the Air Base to celebrate the
anniversary of the airlift in June.
Let us remain briefly with birthdays even if I can mention only
a few: Gretel Buttersack, author of many Wiesbaden “house
stories”, celebrated her 100th, director Volker Schlöndorff his
80th and entered his name in the visitor’s book of his home
town. Former State Minister and Department Head of Urban
Development, Jörg Jordan, who as a member of the young
socialists fought successfully for maintaining City East together
with Achim Exner amongst others celebrated his 80th as did
the long-standing and esteemed Member of Parliament, CDU
Chairman and Biebrich council head, Horst Klee.
Ferdinand Wolfgang Neess deserves a special mention. The
day after his 90th birthday the permanent art nouveau exhibition, which is unparalleled throughout Europe, was opened
in the Museum Wiesbaden. An extremely generous donation
by the collector, presented as a complete work of art. Curator,
Peter Forster, can happily speak of a “guarantee of being overwhelmed“ when admiring the works. As a gesture of gratitude, Minister President, Volker Bouffier, awarded the patron of
the arts the Georg-August-Zinn medal. The art nouveau year
was hailed in Wiesbaden, with the programme continuing
until June. A good idea!
Let us stay in the museum. Around 135 000 visitors were
counted by the end of November. This is also pleasing for the
Friends of the Museum who support the free Saturday every
month and who celebrated their 25th anniversary with the
opening of the exhibition “Jetzt! Junge Malerei in Deutschland” (Now! Young Art in Germany). They can be proud of
more than 1 900 members. While I am writing this letter, it
is regrettably not yet known who will manage the museum.
Alexander Klar has moved to the Kunsthalle Hamburg after
nine successful years as head. There were many applications
for his successor at the Landesmuseum. Another creative artist is leaving us for Hamburg, to the “Michel“: we will miss
Jörg Endebrock, cantor of the Lutherkirche.
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He is delighted about the “project of the century“: The new Lord Mayor,
Gert-Uwe Mende with Sonja and Reinhard Ernst at the turning of the sod
for the museum of abstract art on the “Rue“.

The art nouveau “complete work of art” as a
permanent exhibition in the Landesmuseum thanks
to Ferdinand Wolfgang Neess from Wiesbaden.

Elton John gives the only open-air-concert of his Germany tour on the
Wiesbaden Bowling Green.

Royal visit: Queen Silvia of Sweden is greeted by Minister President,
Volker Bouffier in front of the state chancellery.

70 years Berlin airlift: 40 000 visitors come
to the Erbenheim Air Base where the
“candy bombers” took off.

“Himmel über Wiesbaden” (The Sky above Wiesbaden), a successful
exhibition project as part of the “Wiesbaden pauses for a moment”
campaign. This picture was taken at the Walkmuehle by Dieter Lickteig.

A taste of the Nutcracker ballet
at the gala in the State Theatre.

Promotion celebrations for the SV Wehen Wiesbaden soccer team
in and before the City Hall. There were lots of soccer fans at the Schloßplatz. Now they have to fear relegation again.

Ten years of “Start Barrier-free”. A celebration on the grounds of the
Chamber of Crafts with live music and interesting dialogues and a rally in
E-Smarts in the city.
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Would you like to know the status of the Museum Ernst of
abstract art, the Wiesbaden flagship project? “Everything is on
schedule”, says Reinhard Ernst, who commissioned the office of
the famous Japanese architect, Maki, with the planning on the
“Rue”. The cost of the construction will, however, have to be
adjusted upwards. The opening is planned for 2022. The museum is not only being built but also operated by the Reinhard
& Sonja Ernst-Stiftung. At the turning of the sod in the summer,
the new Lord Mayor committed to this “project of the century”.
Dear Friends of Wiesbaden, there is so much that could be touched on... I read some sad news in the paper today: the “great
lady of the dance”, Barbara Weber, has died aged 86 years.
She and her sister, Felicitas, wrote history with their school of
dance Tanzschule Weber in Wiesbaden. But let me mention
a couple of positive things: the nationwide reading aloud day
was a rewarding story, this time at more than 100 locations in
Wiesbaden. Kudos to the Volunteers’ Centre that managed it. It
is staggering what a postage stamp can trigger: the auction of
the “Baden 9 Kreuzer Error from 1851” hauled in 1.26 million
euros. That caused a stir around the world. The stamp is from
the collection of the deceased entrepreneur, Erivan Haub.
Needless to say, you want to know what there is to report
about the Foundation itself. “We are reorganising ourselves”,
says Chairman, Thomas Michel, to adapt to the new challenges.
And thus Alrun Schoessler has assumed her duties as Director in
the premises rented in the Chamber of Industry and Commerce.
The journalist sees the offices above all as a synergy generator.
“We want to promote committee work, project managers, donors and committed members as well as our company partners”.
A few highlights from 2019: the Leonardo School Award was
a great success again with a gala in the State Theatre (photo
cover). Twelve trophies were awarded; there were 1000 euros
for each winning team and 1000 euros for the respective school.
The 2020 Zoom competition of the Friends of Wiesbaden
Stiftung is called “Show me your favourite places”. The second
season of the Stadteilhistoriker (District Historians) is completed

and the project has been documented in a brochure. The Kochbrunnen is finally being refurbished thanks to the Friends. Donations are welcome, not least for the lighting. Hard work is being
done on the programme for an exciting Future Night 2020.
The Foundation has close links to the “Barrierefrei starten” (Start
Barrier-free) association. What Juergen Reichert and his fellow
campaigners have achieved with their coaching programme in
ten years is exemplary, for example how inclusion is lived here.
“Youths with a handicap need support that enables them to live
a self-determined life in the centre of society”, says Chairman
Reichert. A rally with Smart electric drives made the “barrier-free”
birthday sustainably visible in the city. There were impressive conversations with those affected about their way and their wishes
during a festival at the Chamber of Industry, a reliable partner.
Jürgen Reichert and his deputy, Erhard Stahl, were surprised with
the “People of Respect Award“ from the state of Hessen.
Indeed, this small, effectively working association, has earned
great respect, as has the Foundation with its Friends, whose
projects are diverse and exciting. And not least respect also
for the Culture Initiative Wiesbaden that was initiated by the
Friends of the Foundation. And finally a greeting to the Foundation: it was awarded the Deutscher Stifterpreis 2019!
Wishing you the very best for 2020.

Ingeborg Salm-Boost

P.S. The foundation can be reached from January in the Chamber
of Industry and Commerce building at +(49) 611 34 14 86 20 or
info@die-wiesbaden-stiftung.de.

Wiesbaden needs friends!
With your membership and your commitment to the Friends of the Wiesbaden Stiftung e. V., you are documenting your solidarity with the city and
helping in the practical implementation of our ideas.
Purpose of the foundation
• Promotion of civic commitment
• Art and culture
• Preservation and conservation of historic sights
• Environmental protection and nature conservation
• City history, preservation of regional traditions

Our connection to the Wiesbaden Stiftung?
The idea is clear: What works well large-scale,
we can achieve on our projects too. We create synergies:
From citizens for citizens – two institutions for everyone.
www.die-wiesbaden-stiftung.de
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